English 102:  Using The Library--A Skill For Life

Read the explanations carefully as you collect the following material:

Books

Consult the OPAC (Online Public Access Catalog) and find two books that deal with your subject or a related subject.  In addition to correct bibliographical information, include which colleges have the book.   

Example:

PN
Cheney, Sheldon.   The Theatre.   New York:  David McKay 

2101
        Company, 1972.  
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Magazine Articles

A.  Consult the Readers' Guide to Periodical Literature (green books) and find one article pertinent to your research subject.  

Examples:
Marshall, M.  "Teenage Suicide:  Why Our Children Are Killing


       Themselves."  Ebony  6 Sept. 1981:  36-38.


Sarrel, Lorna and Phillip.  "Incest:  Why It Is Our Last Taboo."


       Redbook  Nov. 1981:  83-86.

List all the bibliographical information given for the article here:

(
Electronic Databases









            

Consult the electronic databases to find two articles related to your research area.   

Example:    Kier, Kathleen.  "White-Jacket's Classical Oration."  Studies in the 

                            Novel  23  (1991) :  237-44.  Humanities Index.  CD-ROM.  

       

                            UMI-Proquest.  June 1994.

On the OPAC, select the magazine index of Infotrac 2000.  Its Expanded Academic Index includes articles from 1993 to the current date.  Its Expanded Academic Backfile includes articles from 1980-1992.  Note that the listings say "Abstract Available" or "Text Available."  Follow the on screen instructions to retrieve articles.  

Give the bibliographical information in correct format.

(
(
Journal, Standard Form

Consult either the Readers' Guide to Periodical Literature or the electronic databases on the OPAC to find one journal article related to your research area. 

For most topics you should use more scholarly journals than popular magazines.  Most journals are paged continuously throughout a volume.  Cite the volume number (an Arabic numeral without the abbreviation “vol.”), enclose the year of publication in parentheses, follow it with a colon, space once, and give the inclusive page numbers (not just the pages used in your paper).

Example:     Meyers, Jeffrey.  “Bogie in Africa.”  American Scholar  66  (1997):  


      237-50.

Give the bibliographical information in correct form.

(
Newspaper Articles

Consult the Newsbank Newsfile on the electronic databases to locate a newspaper article on any event of the last ten years that is related to your research topic.  

· If you locate an article by means of a computer and then use the print version, cite it like any other journal article.  
· But if you make notes on the abstract or on the full text as it appears on the screen, cite the database in Works Cited. 
Record the appropriate bibliographical information: 

Example:
Bynum, Terrell Ward.  "A Discipline in Its Infancy. " Dallas 

  

                             Morning News  12 Jan. 1986:  A30.                 
(Newspaper:

Specialized Encyclopedias
Consult the specialized encyclopedias to find one article of information that is related to your research topic.  Because these encyclopedias usually provide authors' names and a bibliography, they are more credible sources than general encyclopedias.  Use the Index--the last volume of a set of encyclopedias--when looking for a particular subject.  The specialized encyclopedia you need is listed with your topic.   

Example:  
Abrams, Howard.  "Robotics."  Encyclopedia of Artificial Intelligence. 1996 ed.

Put the information in correct bibliographic form.

(
Biography Sources

List three facts about a person you look up in each of the following sources. Use a different person for each book.   Hopefully you can find information that will assist you in research; if not, you still must complete this portion.
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